
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Eliza Bryant Village 
 
  
Your Project Title: "Voices of the Village" 

Your Project Summary: "Voices of the Village" is a series of meaningful projects designed to provide our 

seniors with an opportunity to share memories, reminisce and leave their mark on the world for future 

residents and their families. We have planned a series of activities and programs involving art, music, story 

telling and quilting for art for public display. Collaborating with local artists, neighbors, and local 

organizations (including youth) our goal is to capture the voice of our most treasured seniors. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application demonstrated strong evidence here. The project 

has diverse participants and seeks to inspire in its community through fresh and vibrant arts and cultural 

activities. In addition, the organization exhibits an ability to engage in reflective thinking and planning for its 

community. Organizational Capacity - The application demonstrated strong evidence that they can 

successfully implement this project. The video documentation provided a powerful testament to this 

organization's ongoing work in the arts. Public Benefit - The application demonstrated evidence of public 

benefit. Clearly this applicant knows its community well and works closely with them in designing activities 

and building meaningful relationships. I would have liked to have seen participants more directly engaged 

in defining and developing project activities in the planning phase. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Project demonstrates public benefit but organization has requested the full amount of their 

project expenses, which the application says is not allowed (requested $5,000 of $5,000 project expenses). 

Array of community partners are engaged in this project, the full staff at organization is engaged as well. 

Two arts/cultural groups will help facilitate in addition to large cohort of volunteers. Community defined well 

and it's clear the organization is seeking to serve and respond to this community, plus amplify their voices. 

Goals are clear and measurable and organization has capacity to track progress and implement event 

successfully. Left wondering who will see the wonderful works created from this event - can the public come 

see what the seniors have created? Would undoubtedly be inspiring and maybe challenging for outsiders 

(people not living at, working at, or who are not family members of someone at Eliza Bryant) which could 

generate even more arts/cultural vibrancy and public benefit. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: The Eliza Bryant Village 

demonstrates that it understands, works with, and responds to its community. The example of Alzheimer 

patient Mr. Easterling in the Music & Memory Program amplifies the organization using knowledge of its 

community to drive its work, improve the quality of life for its long term care residents and build meaningful 

relationships with residents their families and community partners. Artistic & Cultural Vitality: The Eliza 

Bryant Village inspires its community of residents, tenants, program participants, their families as well as 

volunteers, staff and neighbors to think differently, creatively about the experience of aging and the 

importance of capturing the histories and memories of the elderly. More information about the work of The 

Art Therapy Studios or Black Story Tellers of Cleveland would have been helpful in visualizing the program. 

How does the organization provide its range of art activity with an arts and culture budget of only $5,000? 

Organizational Capacity: The organization is currently transitioning several leadership and a few 

administrative positions (at least 6). Despite the scale of transition the organization has a framework to 

implement the project and I believe to achieve their stated project goals. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. The applicant presents a clear and concise 

budget and operational support from program staff. The project is critical for the community to continue with 

the rich tradition of story-telling, with music and visual art. Cohesive programming and a strong historical 

foundation of providing care in the community for over 120 years, provides a deep commitment to building 

relationships in the community and I have no doubt that the project will be successful with such a committed 

program staff. This project is an essential piece of inter-generational transfer of historical memory to the 

community and a tangible public benefit. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Eliza Bryant Village somewhat meets the funding criteria 

through their proposal Voices of the Village. The event is free which makes it accessible. They do not clearly 

show the public benefit of this project, how it meaningfully engages the community. The do propose story 

telling, welcome kits and a personal reflection tile mural. Maybe they could consider sharing stories with 

other arts & cultural partners (or maybe have pod casts)... They intend to have surveys, track attendance, 

but primarily aim to collect all 200 stories (or participation in one form or another) from all the seniors in 

their community. the number of books produced will be another measure of success.  

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

